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Officials urge Okanagan residents to be 
'water wise' this summer 

II By Megan Turcato 
Reporter Global News 
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KELOWNA - Munic ipal leaders from around t he Okanagan held a p ress conference 

Wednesday to urg e th eir constit uents to cu t d own 0111 water use th is summer. 

Specifica l ly, lead ers a re asking Okanagan res ident s to go to the Make Water Work 

website and p ledge to take actio n to save wat er. 

Opt io ns inc lud e p led g ing only to "only water [ your] lawn between dusk and dawn" 

and p led g ing to swap out grass for "d rought -to lerant t urf and/ o r native and low ­

water variet y pant s." 
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Armstro ng 's mayor Chris Pieper said it is 

a way to remind peo p le of how valuable a 

resource water is. 

"Peo ple sometim es ta ke [wat er] fo r 

granted," Pieper said . "We all know that 

the O kanagan is a dry cl imate and if we 

get lots of rain, th ings take care of 

themselves. If we don't, we have to 

conserve." 

Last August, the Okan agan went to t he 

highest drought level rat ing m eaning 

cond it io ns were extremely dry. 

Pieper said last year officials "asked 
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people to conserve al l the water they could so they c1reeks and rivers could maintain 

a m inimal f low for fish stocks." 

He doesn't ru le out that happening again t h is summer. 

However, Pieper said A rmstrong 's water storage reservoirs are cur rent ly fu ll "right to 

the top" a ft er the spring runof f. 

- with files from Angela Jung 

Video link: http://globalnews.ca/news/2695386/officials-urge-okanagan-residents-to-be-water-wise-this-
summer/
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